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PREFACE.

..__’——-—

THE late eminent antiquary, Mr. Joseph Ritson,
collected, with much labour and care, all the his-
torical and poetical remains he could discover
relating to that celebrated character,Rosix Hoop,
whick he published in the year 1795, in two small
8vo. volumes. The present Publication is a re-
print of that Work, which is now become exceed-
tngly scarce and expensive. It being, however,
the aim of the present Editor to produce a book
which could with propriety be put into the hands of
young persons, he has retained only a portion of
Mpr. Ritson’s notes. The rest have been omitted
as either irrelevant or inadmissible in a work de-
signed for this class of readers. The Editor con-
ceives, and confidently anticipates, that this little
volume will prove peculiarly acceptable at the
present moment, in consequence of the hero, and
his merry companions, having been recently pour-
trayed in the most Lvely colours by the masterly
hand of the author of INVANHOE.

March, 1820,
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The materials collected for ¢ the life” of this
celebrated character, which are either pre-
served at large, or carefully referred to, in the
< notes and illustrations,” are not, it must be
confessed, in every instance, so important, so
ancient, or, perhaps, so authentic, as the sub-
ject seems to demand; although the compiler
may be permitted to say, in humble second-
hand imitation of the poet Martial:

Some there are good, some middling, and some bad ;
But yet they were the best that could be had.’ '

- Desirous to omit nothing that he could find
upon the éubjéct, he has everywhere faithfully
vouched and exhibited his authorities, such as
they are: it would, therefore, seem altogether
uncandid or unjust to make him responsible for
the want of authenticity of such of them as
may appear liable to that imputation. |
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Tae singular circumstance, that the name of
an outlawed individual of the twelfth or thir-
teenth century should continue traditionally
popular, be chanted in ballads, and, as one
may say, |

Familiar in our mouth as household words,

at the end of the eighteenth, excited the editor’s
cyriosity to retrieve all the historical or poe-
tical remains concerning him that could be
met with: an object which he has occasionally
pursued for many years; and of which pursuit-
he now publishes the result. He cannot, in-
deed, pretend that his researches, extensive as
they must appear, have been attended with all
the success he could have wished; but, at the
same time, it ought to be acknowledged that
many poetical pieces, of great antiquity and
some merit, are deservedly rescued from
oblivion.
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IT win scarcely be expected that one should be
able to offer an authentic narrative of the life and
.transactions of this extraordinary personage. The
times in which he lived, the mode of life he
adopted, and the silence orloss of contempora
writers, are circumstances sufficiently favorable,
indeed, to romance, but altogether inimical to
historical truth. The reader must, therefore, be
contented with such a detail, however scanty or
imperfect, as a zealous pursuit of the subject en-
ables one to give; and which, though it may fail
to satisfy, may possibly serve to amuse.

~ No assistance has been derived from the la-
bours of his professed biographers (a); and even
the industrious Sir John %Iawkins, from whom
the public might have expected ample gratifica-
‘tion upon the subject, acknowledges that ¢ the
historf' of this popular hero is but little known,
and all the scattered fragments concerning him,

b
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TO
HIS GRACE

WALTER FRANCIS MONTAGU DOUGLAS
SCOTT,
Dukie of Buccleuch and Queensgberry, |
&e. &e. &c.

THIS LITTLE VOLUME

IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED
BY

HIS GRACE’S MOST OBLIGED
AND

HUMBLE SERVANT,

THE EDITOR.
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In this'our spacions {slé I think there is not one

But he of ¢ Robin Hood hath heard?’ and Little John;
And to the end of time the tales shall ne’er be done

Of Scarlock, George a Green, and Much the miller’s son,
Of Tuck, the merry friar, which many a sermon made

In praise of Robin Hood, his outlaws, and their trade.
) ' Drayton.
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