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Bird records from Laos, October 1994-August 1995

J. W. DUCKWORTH, R. J. TIZARD, R. J. TIMMINS, R. M. THEWL.IS,
W. G. ROBICHAUD and T. D. EVANS

Between October 1994 and June 1995 birds were surveyed at six main areas in Laos, with incidental observations
at many other sites extending until August 1995. Most effort was at four sites between 17°26" N and 18°40" N
(the Nakay Plateau, Phou Khaokhoay National Biodiversity Conservation Area (NBCA), Nam Kading NBCA
and three nearby limestone outcrops), but there was extensive work on the Bolaven Plateau to the south and a
brief visit to Phou Dendin NBCA in the extreme north. The latter is the first bird survey of a site much north of
Vientiane since 1950. Information was collected for 15 Globally Threatened species and 28 Globally Near-
Threatened species (sensi Collar er al. 1994), nine species At Risk in Laos, seven potenually so and one where
threats in Laos are little known (sensu Thewlis ez al. in prep.). A further Globally Near-Threatened species was
recorded provisionally. Records of Grey-sided Thrush 7urdus feae and Black-headed Bunting Emberiza
melanocephala were the first for Indochina. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea, Lesser Cuckoo Cucilus
poliocephalus, Pallas’s Gull Larus ichthyaetus (from December 1995), Dunlin Calidris alpina, Long-toed Stint C.
subminutaand Chestnut-vented Nuthatch Sirta nagaensis were new to Laos and Eurasian Blackbird 7Turdus merula
to Cambodia. A total of 12 (plus one provisionally identified), nine and five (plus one provisionally identified)
species were found new for North, Central and South Laos respectively. Most discussion concerns geographical

distribution, but seasonality of occurrence and altitudinal ranges are also covered.

This is the third paper (following Thewlis er al. 1996, Evans
and Timmins 1997) documenting recent bird records from
Laos, after an absence of new information between 1950
and 1990.

Fieldwork in 1994-1995 was conducted in conjunction
with the Centre for Protected Areas and Watershed
Management of the Department of Forestry of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry of the Government of Laos.
Several surveys investigated the possible effects of
hydropower projects (planned or under construction) on
wildlife. As in the previous 24 months, the country north
of 18°40" N was underworked compared with the south,
although one site almost at the northern tip of LLaos was
visited briefly.

This paper provides baseline status information for all
bird species observed with fuller information for records
of particular interest. All species of elevated global or
regional conservation concern are detailed fully in Thewlis
er al. (in prep.). When birds were unidentified in the field
using standard literature, but later identified by reference
to museum skins, brief details are given concerning how
the identification was clarified. Mammal records from these
surveys are presented in Duckworth (1997) and Evans ez
al. (in prep.).

ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

BM(NH), The Natural History Museum, Tring, U.K ;
NBCA, National Biodiversity Conservation Area; PPA,
Proposed Protected Area.

Taxonomy and nomenclature follow Inskipp ez al. (1996).
Other conventions follow Thewlis ez al. (1996). Briefly:
— Indochina comprises Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia;

— The divisions of North, Central and South Laos follow
King ez al. (1975);

— Habitat classification is based on Round (1988) as
expanded by Thewlis ez al. (in prep.);

— Site names follow the Service Geographique d’Etat 1:
100,000 series of maps, except those modified by Thewlis ez
al. (in prep.); this source gives co-ordinates and altitudes for
most sites and relates map names to locally used names or
those in past references. Sites not in Thewlis ez al. (in prep.)
are presented in a supplementary gazetteer in Appendix 2;
Species of global and national conservation concern
(together referred to as Key Species) are taken from
Thewlis er al. (in prep.) which incorporates the assessments
of Collar ez al. (1994);

— Scientific names are given in the text only for species not
in Appendix 1.

STUDY SITES

All sites visited and referred to in the text are portrayed in
Fig. 1.

Main study sites

Nam Kading NBCA (18°11'-39'N 103°54'-104°34'E) and
surroundings; North Laos with marginal overlap to Central
Laos: 24 December 1994 - 31 January 1995; 18 March -
29 April 1995. Fig. 2. See WCS (1995¢, d).

Three main areas of the NBCA, all under 600 m, were
surveyed. Surveys outside NBCA boundaries were to
investigate the effects of two dams on the Nam Kading,
the Theun-Hinboun dam (abutting the upstream end of
the NBCA) and proposed Nam Theun 1 dam (at the
downstream extremity of the NBCA). This resulted in a
complicated recording area (Fig. 2), broken down as
follows (the designation of letters and numbers refers to
Appendix 1).
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Figure 1. Laos, showing localities mentioned in the text and Provinces

A. The Nam Kading NBCA includes 1,570 km~ of
evergreen forest on steep terrain at 160-1,600 m. The
reserve is bisected for 59 km by the Nam Kading (known
as the Nam Theun in its upper reaches), whose altitude
drops from 380 to 160 m. A major tributary, the Nam
Mouan, also crosses the NBCA. Rapids render the Nam
Kading within much of the NBCA non-navigable. People
visit these areas only infrequently, usually for specific

purposes: e.g. to search for ‘mai dam’, an extremely
valuable and easily portable resinous wood product from
Aquilaria sp. A party of over 70 people on 28 January
boated from downstream of the NBCA up to the first
uncrossable rapids, to walk through the forest to Ban
Donme, a former village within the NBCA, and then hunt
for several days. Except around Ban Donme, and at the
upstream and downstream extremities of the NBCA, little
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Figure 2. Nam Kading National Biodiversity Conservation Area

habitat destruction has occurred and the Nam Kading is
probably the least disturbed large river in Laos. Much of
the area is surrounded by cultivation, but largely narural
habitat links Nam Kading NBCA with Khammouan
Limestone and Nakay-Nam Theun NBCAs.

Sites surveyed within the NBCA and contiguous forests
comprised the Nam Theun 1 dam site, the Ban Donme
area, the Nam An valley, the Houay Basong valley, the Nam
Kading valley, Sayphou Ao, forest north of the Nam
Xouang, forest along the access road to the Theun-
Hinboun dam site, forest north and south of Ban Kengbit
and from there to Keng Maiha. Although a wide altitude
was covered, these areas shared similar vegetration and
terrain. Boat-based survey was minimal.

B. The Nam Ao forest north-east of the NBCA (18°16'-
19'N 104°32'-36'E; 380-420 m) differed in vegetation from
the NBCA, and had flatter terrain. Ban Kengbit lies at its
southern end and it is bounded to the west by the slopes
of the Nam Kading NBCA and to the north by the Nadi
Limestone; to the east it grades into extensive secondary
habirats.

C. Degraded habitat north-east of the Nam Kading
NBCA, including the area around Keng Maiha at 380-420
m. The Nam Theun was ascended to 28 km, and the Nam

Gnouang to 42 km, upstream of Ban Kengbit. Records also
came from scrub along the access road to the Theun-
Hinboun dam sirte.

D. The Nam Mouan valley and other areas of extensive
non-forest secondary habitats north of the NBCA, at 220-
400 m. This includes the Nam Mouan vallev from the
convergence of the Nam Sang and Nam Chouan
downstream to the inflow of the Nam Ngom, the Nam
Ngom valley upstream to Ban Viengthong, and extensive
scrub around Ban Hinngon. Observations were made on
19-24 March and 26 April - 4 May 1995, bur rortalled only
six person-days.

E. Forestin the Nam Mouan valley at 500-750 m around
the limestone of Pha Khok west of the Nam Mouan and
other karst east of the Nam Mouan and Ban Pakngeun.
Observations were made on 20-21 March 1995.

F. Degraded habitats along the Nam Kading between the
Nam Theun 1 dam site and the Mekong. Observartions,
mostly from boats, were made on 28-29 January, 1 and 12
April 1995, :

G. Forest at the northern edge of the Nam Hai - Nam
Hinboun plain at 180-300 m (including the base of Phou
Hai) on 14-15 May. These differed in terrain from forest
in the Nam Kading NBCA and were at lower altitude.
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4. Ban Lak (28) at 180-400 m, where the mid-Laos
limestones meet the non-calcarcous Nam Kading NBCA.
Sporadic roadside observations during December 1994 -
March 1995 were made along the road, which runs beside
a stream through little degraded forest on steep limestone
slopes. The valley area around the village of Ban Lak (28)
has been degraded.

8. Degraded habitats in the Nam Hai - Nam Hinboun
plain (Central Laos). Observations totalling two person
days, on 10 December 1994 and 13-21 May 1995, came
mainly from the Nam Hai from Ban Namsanam
downstream to the Nam Hinboun and the Nam Hinboun
river from Tam Hinboun downstream to Ban Songhong.

14. Degraded forest around the Nam Theun upstream of
Ban Katok to upstream of Keng Luang, and along the
lowest 2 km of the Nam Ngoy (400-450 m) visited on 12
and 25-26 January 1995. These forests are separated from
those lower down the Nam Theun by extensive scrub. The
surveys were partly from boats. This area is on the border
of North and Central Laos, with most observations coming
from Central Laos.

There was no previous ornithological work in the Nam
Kading area.

Limestone areas of mid-Laos. Fig. 2. See WCS
(1995d).

Two main areas were visited (Fig. 1).

1. Khammouan Limestonne NBCA, Central Laos (17°26'-
18°05'N 104°25'-105°10'E): 13-21 May 1995.

The Khammouan Limestone NBCA covers 1,620 km?,
mostly of sparsely-vegetated karst at 180-850 m, with
pockets of tall forest in depressions in the rock. Itis part of
an extensive belt of limestone outcrops stretching from
Central Annam (Vietnam) to north of the Nam Hinboun.
Tall lowland forest in the east-centre of the NBCA is
contiguous with the Nakay Plateau. Parts of the area up to
600 m were visited from three points along its north-west
edge.

This area was visited early this century and the several
important ornithological findings included the discovery
of Sooty Babbler (Baker 1920, 1921, Robinson and Kloss
1931, Williamson 1945).

2. Nadi Limestone, North Laos, and Sayphou Loyang
Limestone, Central Laos: 4-9 May and 12-13 May
respectively.

These two areas, similar in habitat and altitude (mainly above
600 m, exceeding 1,600 m in places and thus rather higher
than the Khammouan Limestone NBCA), are part of over
1,500 km? of karst and other limestone hills. Dry valleys and
small stream valleys stretch from north-west of the Nam
Mouan to a little east of Ban Lak (20). This limestone area
1s separated from the main mass in Central Laos by the Nam
Theun drainage and extensive non-calcarcous ridges. The
valleys within it are largely degraded. The karst supports
irregular patches of forest and of natural and human-induced
scrub, with tall forest in depressions. Sayphou Loyang
consists of a long karst outcrop running NW-SE from Ban
Lak (20). This block is separated from other limestone of
similar origin to the north by the Nam Gnouang. The Nadi
outcrop, one of the largest, retains some of the best forest
and 1s contiguous with the Nam Ao forest.

The Nadi limestone was entered from Ban Nadi and six
days were spent traversing it. Sayphou Loyang was visited
from Ban Phoung (along Route 8) for part of two days.

The Nakay Plateau, Central Laos (17°37'-59'N 104°57'-
105°35'E): 30 January - 17 March 1995. See Timmins and
Evans (1996), WCS (1995a).

The 1,250 km? Nakay Plateau (see figure in Evans and
Timmins 1997) supports a mosaic of pine and broadleaf
evergreen forest at 500-600 m. The area is mainly flat with
hillocks (dominated by broadleaf forest) occurring
particularly in the east. The Nam Theun and its many
tributaries have extensive riverine evergreen forest (e.g.
along the Nam Mon, a tributary of the Nam Xot). Pools
and marshes are numerous only in the central Plateau, most
of which is heavily settled and degraded.

Human pressure is increasing rapidly in intensity and area
of influence, in association with extensive logging
operations. About a third of the Plateau is within the
Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA; much of the remainder was
until recently of equal biological value. The Nam Theun 2
hydropower project 1s scheduled to inundate much of the
Plateau. To the south, the Plateau drops away sharply to
the heavily settled Ban Gnommalat lowlands; elsewhere it
meets little-degraded hill forest of the NBCA. The 1995
survey investigated the possible impacts of the Nam Theun
2 dam, and most observations were made along rivers by
boat or on foot. Thus, many forest-interior species found
on the Nakay Plateau in 1994 were not observed in 1995.

Parts of the Plateau were surveyed in greater depth in
1994 along with other areas of the Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA; the Plateau was found to support important wildlife
communities different from the rest of the NBCA
(Timmins and Evans 1996). Previous work was reported
from the region by Delacour (1929a) and Dickinson
(1970a).

Phou Khaokhoay NBCA, North Laos (18°14'-34'N
102°44'-103°29'E): 26 October - 12 November
1994; 30 April - 1 May 1995. Fig. 3. See WCS
(1995e).

Phou Khaokhoay NBCA (Fig. 3) covers 1,390 km-” at 200-
1,700 m (mostly 200-1,000 m). Originally most of the
NBCA supported broad-leaved evergreen forest mixed with
large stands of pine. Many areas of several hundred metres
across, where the underlying rock is covered by only 2.5-5
cm of soil, support vegetation akin to dry dipterocarp forest.
Extensive logging by State Forest Enterprise 3 during the
1980s means that secondary forest and bamboo are
extensive; primary forest survives mostly on steep slopes.
The NBCA is within two hours’ drive of Vientiane; hunting
is heavy and even remote parts show evidence of frequent
incursion.

Two main areas were visited in autumn: the Muang Hom
road around the turn to the Nam Leuk dam and the dam
site itself (where logging had been heavy); and the central
Nam Mang, where habitat was little degraded. Brief
observations in a variety of degraded areas included the
headquarters complex and the lower Nam Mang. All
observations were below 650 m. A brief spring visit was
made to Ban Nakhay, an area at 400-500 m of dry
dipterocarp forest on sandstone adjacent to cultivation with
pools at 200 m.

The survey was a brief reconnaissance with most time
devoted to activities other than bird surveying. The site was
also visited briefly in 1993 (Thewlis er al. 1996) and early
1994 (Evans and Timmins 1997).
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Xe Namnoy hydropower scheme, area of effect,
South Laos (14°55'-15°15'N 106°32'-50'E): 25
March - 23 April 1995; 5-12 May 1995. Fig. 4. See
WCS (1995b).

The proposed Xe Namnov dam, on the south-east of the
Bolaven Plateau, is 4 km upstream of Ban Latsasin at 770
m altitude. A secondary dam across the Xe Pian, diverting
flow to the Xe Namnoy, is likely. Investigations into the
area of this project (Fig. 4) involved:

1. the inundation zones on the Plateau, which are
relatively small;

2. extensive further areas on the Plateau to be affected
by infrastructural development and changed human use
and settlement;

3. the two rivers downstream of the dams, where flow
patterns will change.

The Bolaven Plateau provides submontane and montane
conditions but is surrounded by lowlands. Most of the
Plateau surveyed west of the Xe Namnoy is deforested and
under a mosaic of cultivation, scrub and relict forest patches.
Dry coarse grassland covers much of the south-east of the
Plateau, with forest patches remaining especially in valleys.
Forest in the area is tall and luxuriant and its boundaries do
not always correlate with obvious natural features. This
suggests that the grassland, which resembles David-
Beaulieu’s (1944: 7, 28, 32-33) description of the Tranninh
plateau (North Laos) is of arutficial origin (as believed by
David-Beaulieu). It is not a result of defoliation during the
Indochinese wars; Engelbach (1932) referred to the ‘grandes
plaines herbeuses a ’est de Paksong’. The Nam Hiang area
supports a complex of streams and marshes surrounded by
relict forest patches and extensive scrub. Pine forests are best
developed in the study area towards the edge of the
escarpment at 950-1,050 m, and seem not to have been
logged, although this is apparently likely in the future.

The escarpment and the middle reaches. of the Xe
Namnoy support semi-evergreen forest with extensive
mixed deciduous forest. The middle Xe Pian flows through
extensive lowland semi-evergreen forest. The escarpment
forests appear to be nearly contiguous and, although only
2-5 km wide, may be an important wildlife corridor
between the Xe Pian and the upper Xe Kong basins.

A substantial distance down the Xe Pian river and onto
the adjacent Xe Kong were surveyed. This area supports
an exceptional number of large Key Species (Thewlis ez
al. 1996). The lower Xe Pian and the Xe Kong are lowland
rivers with sandbanks, flowing across plains of dry
dipterocarp forest (which were little visited) with a riverine
forest association of mixed deciduous forest in some
stretches and semi-evergreen forest in others.

There are some non-flowing wetlands, some permanent,
on the plateau, and a high density around the middle and
lower Xe Pian. Most are heavily used by people and are
therefore, although significant, probably of reduced
importance to birds. The most important concentration is
between the Xe Pian and the Xe Khampho.

The upper and middle Xe Pian lie in the Bolaven
Southwest Proposed Protected Area. The lower Xe Pian
and the adjacent Xe Kong fall inside the Xe Pian NBCA.
The Xe Namnoy catchment and escarpment are not
proposed for national-level protection.

Extensive previous work on the Bolaven Plateau
(Engelbach 1927, 1929, 1932, Delacour 1932, Thewlis ez
al. 1996), seems not to have included this area. Other than

Xe Pian NBCA, which was surveyed in 1992-1993
(Thewlis er al. 1996), the lowlands surveyed in 1995 appear
not to have been visited before.

Phou Dendin NBCA, North Laos (21°40'-22°18'N
102°00'-40'E): 23 May - 3 June 1995. See Robichaud and
Boonhom (1995).

This NBCA of 1,310 km?, near the northern tip of Laos,
is mountainous (60% of the area is above 1,000 m and all
exceeds 500 m) and lacks roads or large human settlements.
Small villages are scattered within the NBCA, the
inhabitants of which practice hillside slash-and-burn
cultivation. Large portions of the reserve, particularly along
the Nam Ou above the inflow of the Nam Khang, are
uninhabited and covered in slopes of unbroken evergreen
or semi-evergreen forest.

This reconnaissance survey involved insufficient field
effort to characterize the area’s bird communities, but the
information is of high importance as this 1s the first recent
survey of an area much north of the Nam Kading.
Significant records were also made adjacent to the NBCA
along the lower Nam Ou and on Phou Fa mountain above
the town of Phongsali.

Birds were collected widely in North Laos including at
Phongsali and an area known as ‘Pou Den Dinh’ in April -
June 1929 (Bangs and Van Tyne 1931). The latter was
described as in Tonkin (Vietnam), ‘close to the border of
Laos ... on the divide between the valley of the Mekong and
the Riviere Noire’. Phou Dendin (which means ‘border area
mountain’; Venevongphet verbally 1995) today refers to the
mountain range forming the watershed between the Mekong
and Red River catchments; much of the region is thus in
Vietnam, although the NBCA is entirely within Laos. Even
in the 1920s, the area was extensively deforested, and
specimen collection appears to have been mainly in such
habitat. The area may also have been covered, albeit brietly,
by F. R. Wulsin in 1924, although, at least by 1931, his
collection had not been written up (Bangs and Van Tyne
1931). Other important works from this region, although
not dealing with the NBCA, are Robinson and Kloss (1931),
Delacour and Greenway (1940a) and Dickinson (1970a).

Other sites visited

Sites 1, 3, 5 and 7 are degraded areas with no natural
habitat nearby.

1: Vientiane (North), sporadic dates during October 1994
- August 1995. Most observations came from the Mekong,
especially around Don Chuan sandbank, and the residential
part of the town around Wat Nak. Although Vientiane is
the capital of Laos, it seems never to have hosted a resident
ornithologist in the way that some provincial towns did
(Engelbach 1932, David-Beaulieu 1944, 1949-1950). An
important collection by Bangs and Van Tyne (1931)
reported as ‘Vientiane’ came from Ban Thangon, some 20
km to the north. Thus, the discovery in Vientiane in 1992-
1993 of two species new to Laos (Bright-headed Cisticola
and Citrine Wagtail; Thewlis ez al. 1996), with a third
(Ruddy Shelduck) reported below, 1s less surprising than
it at first seems. Robinson and Kloss (1931) reported some
collection from this stretch of river.

2: Vangviang (North), 26 - 27 November 1994. Records
come mainly from agricultural land, scrub and the base of
the limestone cliffs; neither the cliffs nor any forest were
penetrated. Thewlis ez al. (1996) gave some records from
Vangviang. '
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3: Pakxan wetlands (North), 20 December 1994, Records
come from the surroundings of the old airport, at the fringe
of the Pakxan wetlands, for which some records are given
by Salter (1993).

4: Ban Lak (28): sce site account for Nam Kading NBCA
and surroundings.

5: Ban Thadua (North), sporadic dates between October
1994 and August 1995. Birds collected from this stretch
of river (mostly labelled ‘Nong Kai’, which is taken to be
the town of Nong Khai on the south (Thai) bank of the
Mekong) were reported by Robinson and Kloss (1931).
6: Houay Nhang (North), 1-4 February 1995. Thewlis er
al. (1996) described this site and reported on a one-month
bird survey.

7: Thakhek town (Centre), 21 December 1994 and 24
April 1995,

8: Nam Hai - Nam Hinboun plain: see site account for
Nam Kading NBCA and surroundings.

9: about 40 km south of Ban Xeno (Centre), 4 May 1995.
10: Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA (Centre), 16-17 March
1995. All records came from 1,000-1,100 m in evergreen
forest along a the Ban Navang logging road in the Central
Mountains.

11: forest and areas of scrub between the Xe Kong and Xe
Kaman, north-east of the town of Attapu (South), from
Ban Paam (27 km NE of Attapu) to Muang Sansai at 115-
920 m, and including a stretch of lightly wooded plain
between Ban Paam and Ban Touay (14 km NE of Attapu),
5-10 December 1994,

12: Nam Souang Reservoir, 6 April 1995, The reservoir
had very little emergent vegetation or marshy margin.

13: the Mekong at Chiang Saen, Thailand, 11-12
December 1995. Only species on the Lao side of the
international border are listed.

14: degraded forest along the Nam Theun around Keng
Luang and the Nam Ngoy: see site account for Nam
Kading NBCA and surroundings.

15: the Nam Theun and Nam Noy rivers in the Dividing
Hills and Interior Tasaengs of Nakay-Nam Theun NBCA
(see Timmins and Evans 1996), 22 February - 1 March
1995.

METHODS

Most fieldwork was opportunistic to allow as many species
as possible to be found. Observers, often in the field from
dawn until dusk, generally worked singly. Sites
concentrating bird activity, particularly pools and fruiting
trees, were watched for prolonged periods. Birds flying
above the canopy were surveyed from river banks, glades
or clearings. Observation by night was more restricted than
by day; some such work was performed at all main sites
except at Phou Dendin. Unknown calls by day or night
were sometimes tape-recorded for later identification.

Boat-based surveys were undertaken, particularly on the
Nakay Plateau, but also around Nam Kading NBCA, on
the Nam Ou near Phou Dendin NBCA and on the Xe Pian
and Xe Kong. Boats were usually paddled as engine noise
made observation of shy species difficult. On a typical day
10 km of river were explored.

Information concerning certain large and distinctive
quarry species (e.g. pheasants, vultures) was sought during
ad hoc interviews with hunters and other villagers.

The differing balances of techniques and observers (of
varying levels of local experience) between sites makes
comparison of results in terms of effort, particularly with
surveys of previous years, difficult.

An abundance was assigned for each species at each site.
Common species were found daily; Frequent species were
found on more days than not; Occasional species were
found on fewer than half of days, and some were unlikely
to have been regular members of the community. At well-
studied sites Abundant is used to indicate that the species
was particularly common. Many species were known to be
Present but abundance was not assessed, due to a variety
of reasons. Categorization was determined by the number
of records being viewed in the subjective light of the ease
of detection and identification of the bird, and the natural
density range of the species.

RESULTS

In total over 460 species were found (Appendix 1). This
high total reflects both the wide geographical spread of
surveys and the importance of several areas covered. Grey-
sided Thrush and Black-headed Bunting were new to
Indochina, and Ruddy Shelduck, Dunlin, Long-toed Stint,
Pallas’s Gull, Lesser Cuckoo and Chestnut-vented
Nuthatch were new to Laos. In addition 12 species
previously known from Laos were recorded for the first time
from the North of the country, nine from the Centre, and
five from the South. There were provisional records of one
species new to each of the North and the South. Many Key
Species were found (Appendix 1), including 15 Globally
Threatened, 28 (plus one provisionally identified) Globally
Near-Threatened, nine At Risk in Laos, two potentially so
and one little known in Laos. Records of Key Species are
detailed in Thewlis er al. (in prep.). Among 28 species
recorded for the first time in Laos (including provisional
records) in recent years, eight were from Phou Dendin.
This was to be expected as it is about 380 km further north
than any other recently surveyed site.

Nam Kading NBCA

The Nam Kading NBCA supported a fine complement of
evergreen forest species, reflecting its size and habitat
condition. Some species typical of higher altitudes were
recorded, particularly in the eastern NBCA at 360-800 m
(Maroon Oriole, Orange-bellied Leafbird, White-throated
Fantail, Snowy-browed Flycatcher, Small Niltava, Black-
throated Sunbird), probably as a result of the steep terrain
and proximity to the Annamites, which resulted in cold
winter weather for the altitude. The high southern
escarpment, at 900-1,050 m, supported further high-
altitude species: Blue-naped Pitta, Rufous-faced Warbler,
Grey Laughingthrush and Golden Babbler.

Along the access road to the Theun-Hinboun dam, forest
bird communities seemed similar to those in the NBCA,
reflecting the similarities in vegetation, and records from
these areas are presented together in Appendix 1. Pha Khok
also appeared similar to the NBCA. The Nam Ao forest
supported a different mix of species, being important locally
for Red-collared Woodpecker, Rufous-throated Fulvetta
and Pin-tailed Parrotfinch (all Key Species) and others
typical of lowlands (including Banded Kingfisher, Oriental
Bay Owl, Banded Broadbill, Rufous-tailed Robin, Dark-
necked Tailorbird and Scaly-crowned Babbler). The lower
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Nam An valley (at 250 m) seemed to lack many mid-
altitude species (e.g. Maroon Oriole) found elsewhere, but
some lowland species (e.g. Scaly-crowned and Puff-
throated Babblers and Ruby-cheeked Sunbird) which were
scarce or absent elsewhere in the NBCA were common
there. Overall altitudinal variation in bird communities was
less than in other recently surveyed arcas of Laos.

The edge of the Nam Hai - Nam Hinboun plain supports,
at 180-300 m, the lowest altitude forest surveyed in the
region and was the only place where Siamese Fireback was
confirmed. Upstream and downstream of the NBCA, the
Nam Kading, Nam Theun and major tributaries were heavily
used by people and the adjoining habitat was degraded.

Some species’s abundances (e.g. fulvettas Alcippe and
Fork-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga christinae; also Tamiops
squirrels) changed sharply between the Nakay-Nam Theun
NBCA and Nam Kading NBCA. The disjunction was not
caused by the river; it formed a north-south front
perpendicular to the river between Ban Kengbit and the
Nam Ngom and was unrelated to obvious changes in
habitat and altitude.

Nam Kading NBCA is important for many Key Species.
The largest numbers of Wreathed Hornbills recently seen
in Laos were in the central part of the NBCA. Rocky
stretches of river supported breeding-season Wire-tailed
Swallow numbers equalled in recent surveys only in the
Xe Kong catchment and Phou Xiang Thong NBCA. The
population of Rufous-throated Fulvettas in the Nam Ao
forest was among the densest recently found in Laos, with
up to 20 groups found per day by each observer. Hundreds
of Pin-tailed Parrotfinches were present in the same area;
large numbers have been found recently at only one other
site (Duckworth 1996). The NBCA provided the first
recent Lao records of Long-billed Plover, Blue-naped Pitta
and Pale-capped Pigeon and the first recent sighting outside
Champasak and Attapu provinces of Darter. The lack of
other large waterbirds in the NBCA, including fish eagles,
may reflect a combination of hunting outside the NBCA
and the fast flowing, rocky nature of the river. The Lesser
Fish Eagles on the Nam Theun well upstream of the
NBCA, around Keng [Luang, are best regarded as outliers
of the Nakay Plateau population. Nam Kading NBCA and
surroundings are also nationally important for Blyth’s
Kingfisher, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, River Lapwing,
Small Pratincole, Fujian Niltava and Grey Laughingthrush.

Of the two hydropower projects proposed for the NBCA,
the Theun-Hinboun project will affect the area mainly
through decreased flow in the Nam Kading through the
NBCA, while the Nam Theun 1 will flood large areas of
the NBCA. Thus, the latter could not proceed without
major detriment to the birdlife of the NBCA, while the
effects of the former could be minimized by ensuring an
adequate flow downstream into the Nam Kading during
the dry season. The joint effects of the two projects, if both
are built as planned, in combination with others proposed
for the catchment, is uncertain.

Limestone areas of mid-Laos

Two bird species in Laos seem restricted to limestone areas:
Sooty Babbler and Limestone Wren Babbler. Dusky Crag
Martin shows a weaker association. The wren babbler was
not found in the limestones of mid-Laos (although it was
found at Vangviang), while Sooty Babbler was found in
Khammouan Limestone NBCA. The martin was found
widely.

The limestones of Khammouan Limestone NBCA and
of Nadi - Sayphou Loyang probably supported different
bird communities, perhaps due to differences in altitude,
and for a few species, their geographical separation. Bird
species richness was higher in the pockets of tall forest in
depressions in the rock, than in open rock or scrub areas.
Several other bird populations of national importance (from
totals of one and four Key Species in the two areas
respectively) were found. Green Cochoa, only otherwise
found commonly in Laos on the Bolaven Plateau, was
locally common. A form of leaf warbler Phylloscopus in the
Nadi limestone has not yet been identified.

The Nakay Plateau

The Nakay Plateau supported a wide range of birds
including many Key Species. There are several reasons for
this: until recently the Plateau supported a diverse mosaic
of structurally well-developed forest which was sparsely
populated by people; it is a flat arca intermediate between
lowland and montane habitats; and the riverine habitat is
of lowland character with wide, sluggish rivers flowing
through a sedimentary basin with numerous slow
backwaters. The broad-leaved forests were moderately
species rich and contained a mix of predominantly lowland
species and hill birds, but the area is high enough to be of
only marginal importance for strict lowland birds such as
Red-collared Woodpecker, Banded Kingfisher and Banded
Broadbill. None of the few pine specialists of South-East
Asia was found. There was a rich community of riverine
birds, but other wetlands were heavily used by people and
no scarce waterbirds were seen. Good numbers of common
migrant ducks and waders used the larger complexes,
notably Nong Boua (north-west of Nikhom N3), where a
few hundred each of ducks and waders were observed. The
Plateau seems to have higher numbers of passage raptors
than other sites so far surveyed in Laos.

In total, 26 Key Species are known from the Nakay
Plateau, with provisional records of a further five: five of
these 31 species (Siamese Fireback, Tawny Fish Owl, Black
Kite, Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga and Yellow-
vented Warbler were found or suspected to be present in
1994 but were not recorded in 1995, and one, Green
Peafowl, has probably become extinct in the last five years.
The small numbers of White-winged Ducks on the Nakay
Plateau form one of only two populations known in Laos
(Evans ez al. 1997). The Nakay Plateau is the only Lao
site with recent records of Wood Snipe, Grey-sided Thrush
and, provisionally, Greater Spotted Eagle. The only other
Yellow-vented and White-bellied Green Pigeons, Pied
Falconets, White-winged Magpies and Fujian Niltavas
found recently in Laos were elsewhere in the Nam Theun
catchment. Plateau populations of Brown Hornbill, Blyth’s
Kingfisher, Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo, River and Grey-
headed Lapwings are the healthiest known in Laos.
Populations of Green Imperial Pigeon, Lesser Fish Eagle
and Rufous-throated Fulvetta are also of high national
importance. Mountain Hawk Eagle and Grey Treepie, both
common on the Plateau and its surroundings, have not
been found elsewhere in Laos recently in significant
numbers. Black-breasted Thrush has been recorded
recently at only one other site (Dymond in Robson 1996).

The Nam Theun 2 dam proposes to flood a large area of
Plateau forest, particularly riverine habitat. If the project
proceeds, severe detrimental impacts on the birdlife are
unavoidable.























































































