WHAT 1S
CHRISTIANITY

MAULANA
MOHAMMAD TAQ!I USMANI

PAKISTAN




WHAT IS
CHRISTIANITY ?

By
Muhammad Taqi Usmani

Translated by
Muhammad Shoaib Omar

DARUL ISHAAT

URDU BAZAR, KARACHI-1
(PAKISTAN)



P PP

T AT
ol o't or'al

R SO S S0E Sl e el
-] I al = A 'l Ia'w

Publisher
DARUL- ISHAAT

URDU BAZAR KARACHI PAKISTAN.
TEL: 2631861

Edition : 1995

DISTRIBUTORS:

Bait-ul-Quran Urdu Bazar Karachi-1

Idara Tul Ma’arif, Darul Uloom Korang] Karachi-14
Maktaba Darul Uloom Korangi Karachi-14
IdaraTul Quran 437/d, G.E, Lasbella Karachi-5
Idara-e-Islamiat 190 Anar Kali Lahore.

Also available at:

Siddiqui Trust AFManzar Appartments

Lasbella Karachi-5.

Author's Note

This work constituted a detailed introduction to the
well known treatise on Christianity Izharul Hagg which
was written by Maulana Rahmatullah Kairanawi in Ara-
bic and edited and translated by me into Urdu. During
the course of my work (of translating and editing), |
studied the Christian religion in its original sources. The
conclusions of my study constituted the said introduc-
tion which was later published separately under the title
"What is Christianity"

This work has been franslated into Arabic, and has
met with wide acceptance. For sometime, the need
wasfelt foran English translation, and my learned brother
Muhammad Shoib Omar undertook the task.

| have read the text, and have found that the
translation reflects the ability and competence of the
translator. He has exercised due care and shown dili-
gence. May Allah give him the best reward and grant
him tawfiq to undertake similar academic works.

| sincerely hope that this work will assist the English
reader to properly understand Christianity.

MUHAMMAD TAQI USMANI
Durban -- 13 April 1987.
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CHAPTER 1

DEFINITION OF CHRISTIANITY

The Encyclopaedia Britannica defines Christianity as
follows:

"The Religion that traces its origin to Jesus of
Nazareth, whom it affirms to be the chosen one
(Christ) of God",

This definition of Christianity is very brief. Alfred A.
Garvie has amplified this definition. In the article on
Christianity in the Encyclopaedia Of Religion and Ethics,
he writes as follows:

"We may define Christianity as the ethical, historical,
universal, monotheistic, redemptive religion, in which
the relation of God and man is mediated by the
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ".
He thereafter explains each part of the definition in
detail.

According him "Ethical" religion means that religion
which prayers and offerings are not made to obtain earthly
boons (such as food, health, safety, etc.) but, above all, its
sole object is to attain spiritual perfection and the pleasureg
of God.

By "Historical" religion, he means that religion in which
the pivot of thought and action is ceantered in a historical
personality -- that is, Jesus (Isa .t 4k ). Itis his word and
act that has final authority in Christianity.

"Universal" in his view means that Christianity is not
confined to specific race or nation -- but that its message is
universal.
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He defines Christianity as "Monotheistic" because, in
spite of its belief in three Persons, God is said to be one.
He writes:

“Although in popular belief and speech the Christian
Doctrine of the Trinity, or preferably tri-unity, has often
come perilously near Tritheism, yet Christianity is

essentially monotheistic, maintaining the Unity of God
as a cardinal Doctrine”.

The final feature of Christianity in the above definition is
said to be its belief in redemption. In explaining this part of
the definition, Garvie 1 writes:

"The followship between God and man is admitted to
be interrupted by sin, and man must be redeemed to

be restored to this fellowship. In this redemption,
Christ alone is the mediator”.

This is a brief definition of Christianity. In reality,
however, the correct understanding of a religion cannot be
obtained unless one properly understands its cardinal
doctrines. We shall, accordingly, explain each of these
doctrines separately and in detail.

The Conception of God in Christianity

In so far as the nature of God is concerned, Christianity
does not differ in this regard from other religions. It also
ascribes to God substantially the same attributes as does
other religions. Maurice Relton 2 writes:

"The Christian conceives of God as a living being
possessed of all possible perfections, or attributes. He
is one capable of being apprehended though not
comprehended, by the finite human mind. A full and
exact analysis, therefore, of his essence is beyond the
power of our intelligence. What he is in himself is
unknown, save so far as his own self-disclosure has
revealed it, generally in his relation to mankind, and
specifically, in his revelation of himself in the person of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."

The Doctrine of Trinity
Until this point, the matter is clear. Further on, however,

1. Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, p. 581.
2. Relton, p.3. i

What is Christianity 141

the Christian explanation of the conception of God is
extremely ambiguous and difficult to understand. Even the
layman knows that God according to Christianity is
composed of three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
This doctrine of God is known as the doctrine of Trinity. In
elucidating and interpreting this doctrine, however, the
views of the Christian scholars themselves are so divided
and contradictory that it is extremely difficult to arrive with
certainty at one conclusion. Who are the three Persons
whose unity, according to Christians, is God? There is itself
a difference of opinion in their identification. Some say that
God is the totality of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 3.
Others are of the view that the Father, Son and Virgin Mary
(Maryam) -are the three Persons whose unity represents
God. Then, what is the individual status of each of these
three Persons, and what is their relationship to the whole
God which is referred to as Trinity? In answer to this
question also, there are great differences of opinion. One
group is of the opinion that each of the three person is God
just as the whole is God. Another group is of the view that
each of the three separately is God, but when compared to
the whole each has a lesser status and the word "God" has
been used for each in a slightly wider sense 4. The third
group is of the opinion that each of the three is not God,
but that God is only the whole (trinity).

Unity in Three

In any event there are innumerable differences of
opinion with the result that the doctrine of Trinity has
become a "nightmare". We shall present that interpretation
and explanation of this doctrine which appears to be
generally accepted by Christians. In the word of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, the interpretation is as follows:

"The Christian doctrine of the Trinity can be best

3. This view represents the belief of the majority of Christians - see
Encyclopaedia Britannica, article entitled Trinity, vol. 22, p. 487.

4. Aquinas, vol. 1, p. 327.
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expressed in the words: 'The Father is God; the Son is
God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and yet they are not
three Gods but one God... for like as we are
compelled by the Christian unity to acknowledge
every Person by himself to be God and Lord, so we
are forbidden by the Catholic religion to say that there
are three Gods or three Lords."

_In explaining this, the well known theologian and
philosopher of the 3rd Century (A.D.), Saint Augustine
writes in his famous book On The Trinity as follows:

"All those Catholic expounders of the Divine
Scriptures, both old and new, whom | have been able
to read, who have written before me concerning the
Trinity, who is God, have purposed to teach,
according to the Scriptures, this Doctrine, that the
Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit intimate a
divine unity of one and the same substance in an
indivisible equality; and therefore that they are not
three Gods, but one God: although the father hath
begotten the Son, and so he who is the Father is not
the son; and the Son is begotten by the Father, and
so he who is the Son is not the Father, and the Holy
Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son, but only the
Spirit of the Father and the Son, himself also co-equal
with the Father and the Son, and pertaining to the
unity of the Trinity. Yet, not that this Trinity was born
of the virgin Mary, and crucified under Pontius Pilate,
and buried, and rose again the third day, and
ascended into heaven, but only the son. Nor, again,
that this Trinity descended in the form of a dove upon
Jesus when he was baptized; nor that, on the 5 day of
of Pentecost, after the ascension of the Lord, when
‘There came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
wind 'the same Trinity 'Sat upon each of them with
cloven tongues like as of fire 'But only the Holy Spirit.
Nor yet that this Trinity said from heaven, ‘Thou art my
Son 6, 'Whether when he was baptized by John, or
when the three Disciples were with him in the mount,
or when the voice sounded, saying, 'l have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again;' but that it was a
word of the Father only, spoken to the son: although
the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as they
are indivisible, so work indivisibly. This is also my
faith, since it is the catholic faith." 7

What is the basis of permissibility in the eyes of

1. MATT. Ill, P. 18. 6. MARK L.I1. 7. AUGUSTINE, VOL. 2, P. 672.
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Christians for regarding three as one, and one as three?
Before dealing with the answer to this question, we must
understand the meaning of Father, Son and the Holy Spirit
in Christianity.

Father
The meaning of father according to Christians is the

substance of God alone without any reference to attributes
of speech and life. This essence in relation to the existence
of the Son enjoys the status of the principle. According to
the interpretation of the well known Christian philosopher
St. Thomas Aquinas, the meaning of father is not that he
has begotten anybody, or such a time has passed in which
there was the father and not the son, but that this is divine
terminology -- whose purpose is simply that the father is
the principle of the son just as the substance is the
principle of the attribute. Otherwise, since the time the
father was in existence, the son was also in existence, and
neither of them enjoys any priority in time over the other 8,

Why is the essence of God reference to as the father?
In answering this question, Alfred A. Garvie ? writes that :
"In relation to man, God is father by which is meant
not merely man's creaturely dependence on God, or

personal affinity to God, but God's love to man, and
his purpose to bring man into fellowship of love with

himself".
Son
The meaning of "son" according to Christianity is the
word of God. This is however not similar to the word of
human beings. In distinguishing between the word of God
and the word of man, Aquinas 10 writes :

“In human nature the word is not something
subsistent, and hence it is not properly called
begotten or son. But the divine word is something
subsistent in the divine nature; and hence he is
properly and not metaphorically called son, and his
principle is called fat her".

8. Aquinas, vol. 1, p. 324,
9. Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, p. 596.
10. Aquinas, vol. 1, p. 326.
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According to Christian belief, the knowledge of God to
what ever extent is obtained through this attribute, and all
things are created by means of this attribute. This attribute
like the father is eternal and ancient 1. It was this attribute
of God which became incarnate in the person of Jesus
Christ because of which he was reterred to as the son of
God. The doctrine of incarnation enjoys a specific status
and we shall therefore deal with it in detail later. (Insha
Allah).

Holy Spirit

The meaning of the Holy Spirit the attributes of life and
love of the father and son. That is to say, the essence of
God (father) loves by means of these attributes its attribute
of knowledge (son), and the son likewise loves the fat her.
These attributes, like the attribute of Word, exist in
substance, and are eternal and everlasting as the father
and son. For this reason, the Holy Spirit enjoys the status
of a separate person.

According to Christian belief, these attributes (Holy
Spirit) descended on Jesus in the form of a dove when he
was baptized (Matthew: 3:16). Thereafter, when Jesus was
raised to heaven, this very Holy Spirit descended in the
form of tongues as of fire on the disciples of Jesus on the
day of Pentecost.

In short, therefore "Tri-Unity" means that God
comprises of three persons: the essence of God referred to
as the father; the attribute of the word of God referred to as
the son; and the attributes of life and love of God referred
to as the Holy Spirit. Of these three, each one is God.
However, the three together are not three Gods but only
one God. :

The Unity of Three and One

The question arises here: How can God remain one
when the father, the son and the Holy Spirit are each
believed to be God? They must necessarily be three.

11. Augustine, vol. 2, p. 168.
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This question has since the beginning of Christianity
until the present day been a riddle. Great Christian thinkers
have attempted to solve the riddle in different forms and
ways. There arose on this basis numerous sects. In truth,
however, no rationally acceptable answer to the question
was offered. Professor Maurice Relton in his excellent work
"Studies in Christian Doctrine" has in a stimulating
discussion dealt with the solutions offered by various sects,
more specifically at the end of the second century and the
beginning of the third century of the Christian era.

When the Ebionite sect emerged to solve this problem,
they took up the cudgels at the first step - they stated that,
In believing Jesus Christ (‘Isa Ll wlk ) to be God, they
could not preserve the belief in the unity of God.
Accordingly, it must be said that he was not completely and
fully God. He could be regarded as the resemblance of
God, or the image of God's character. However, it could
not be said that in essence and substance he was God as
the father was.

This sect in attempting to resolve the issue struck at the
basis and foundation of Christianity. for that reason, the
Church openly opposed it and declared its adherents
innovators and heretics. In the result, this solution to the
problem was not worthy of acceptance.

A group of Ebionites themselves emerged and asserted
that the divinity of Christ (‘Isa .l wle ) must not be so
openly denied - he must be believed to be God. But in
order to avoid the slander of polytheism, it must be said
that in essence the father only was God. However, the
doctrine of trinity was also correct because the father had
conferred divine status on the son and the Holy Spirit.

This theory also was opposed to the doctrinal principles
of the Church because the Church believed the son to be
of one substance or essence as that of the father..Hence,
this sect was also declared heretic and the matter
remained unresolved as before.
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A third sect known as Patripassianism sprung up. Its
foremost proponents were Praxeas, Noetus, Zephyrinus
and Callistus. They presented a new philosophy in order to
resolve the problem. They asserted that the father and son
were not separate and distinct persons, but were modes or
manifestations of one person to whom separate names
were given. In reality, God was the father. He in relation to
his essence is eternal and immortal.’ He is imperceptible to
Man, and not subject to human needs and wants. In view
of the fact, however, that he is God, and nobody can stop
God's will, it follows that he may at any time by his will as-
sume the human character and be subject to human wants
and needs. And, if he wills, he may be visible to people by
manifesting himself as Man. To the extent that, if he wills at
any time, he may die before people. Consequently, on one
occasion God willed that he apear in the form of Man. Ac-
cordingly, he appeared bodily in the world as Jesus Christ
(‘Isa ot «le ) and became visible to men. The Jews
brought untold hardships on him to the extent that they cru-
cified him one day. Hence, Jesus Christ or the son, is not
in reality a separate person, but he is the father who in as-
suming human form called himself the son 2.

Itis clear that although on the one hand this philosophy
to a degree solved the problem of "The Unity of Three and
One", it raised on the other hand a number of unsolvable
problems. Moreover, this sect did not assist the teachings
of the Church which decreed the father and son to be
distinct and sepgrate persons. Accordingly, the sect was
rejected and declared heretic. And the problem still
remained unsolved.

There were other attempts on the part of the heretical
sects to solve this problem. But, all of these were not
worthy of acceptance because they in some way or the
other violated the accepted principles and teachings of the
Church. i o

The question is: how did the Roman Catholic Church

12. Relton, p. 61.
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itself solve this problem? Our research reveals that the
majority of Roman Catholic theologians have openly
refused to solve this riddle, and have asserted that "Three
in One and One in Three" is a mystery which we are
unable to understand. Some theologians have attempted to
present a rational interpretation to the doctrine of trinity 3.
In regard to Indian priests who propagated Christianity for
the duration of the previous century in the Indo-Pak
continent - it appears after considering their arguments that
by virtue of their distance from the seat of Christianity, they
could not fully understand the detailed teachings of
Christianity. We shall give only one example to show the
extent of their understanding of Christianity. Reverend
"Quaimuddin" wrote a small booklet known as "Takshifut
Taslis" in order to explain the doctrine of trinity. The booklet
was published in Lahore Pakistan in 1972. In giving an
example of the doctrine of trinity, he writes therein:

If the composition of the human body is reflected on,
then also it is made up of its own species, that is,
material parts - whose united form could be viewed
from a material level. for example, the bone, flesh and
blood - by reason of their intergration, the human body
remains in existence. If one of the three is missing,
the completion of the structure of the human body
cannot be conceived".

The reverend has in the above statement attempted to
establish that just as the existence of man is composed of
three parts - flesh, bone and blood, the existence of God is
similarly (May God forbid!) composed of three persons. It is
clear that the Reverend understands that the "three
persons” in Christianity means three parts. And just as

13. Some Indian theologians assert that the doctrine of trinity is part of the
Mutashabihat and Mugattaat of the Qur'an. This is a misconception. Firstly,
because the Mutashabihat are verses whose comprehension are not necessary
for an understanding of the cardinal principles, or for acting on any precept, order,
command or prohibition. All of this is crystal clear. As opposed to this, the doctrine
of trinity is cardinal and fundamental to salvation. To treat it as part of
Mutashabihat means that we are ohliged to believe in something which is beyond
the dictates of reason. Sec:ondg, because Christians 1—*.a¥1 that the apparent
meaning of the doctrine is intended, although they do not have the supporting
proof. Whereas, the Mutashabihat, whilst not comprehensible, are still not contrary
to reason. (summary - translator).
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each thing which comprises of parts is in totality one, the
essence of God despite being composed of three persons
is in like manner one. Whereas, Christianity does not
believe the three persons to be three parts. On the
contrary, it decrees them to be three distinct and separate
persons each having separate substance and existence.
For this reason, it has left out the word "Parts" for the
father, son and holy spirit and has chosen the word
"Person”. The existence of man is undoubtedly composed
of flesh, bone and blood. However, nobody refers to only
flesh, or only to bone, as man, but refers to them as part of
marn. As opposed to this, Christianity declares each of the
father, the son and the Holy Spirit God - and does not
believe in each as a part of God 4.

The purpose of presenting this example was only to
show that Indian priests in seeking to prove trinity by
means of rational arguments are themselves cbvious of the
detailed teachings of their religion. Accordingly, we shall
disregard their arguments in this work, and shall discuss
and analyse the views of early Christian theologians and
thinkers in this regard. As far as our research reveals, the
most comprehensive and detailed treatise written on this
subject is that by the well known theologian and
philosopher of the 3rd Century, Saint Augustine. Later
scholars have drawn heavily on his work. The English
translation of his work was rendered by A.W. Haddan and
was published under the title "On The Trinity". It forms part
of those writings of St. Augustine which have been
collected and published in New York in 1948 under the title
"Basic Writings of St. Augustine.”

A large part of this work is devoted to scriptural
discussion. Towards the end, however, Augustine has, in
endeavouring to prove. "The Unity of Three and One" view
reason adduced certain examples. We shall present a
synopsis of these examples below.

14. If Christianity believed in the three as parts of God, then the explanation
offered by Reverend "Qaimuddin” would be correct. The fact that the belief in God
as comprising of parts is contrary to reason and the principle of et ernity, according
to other prools, is a separate issue.
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Proof of Trinity by means of the Example of the Mind

The first. example presented by Augustine is that the
mind of Man is a means or instrument of knowledge.
Generally, the knower, the thing known and the instrument
of knowledge are three separate things. If one has the
knowledge of the existence of Zaid, one is the knower,
Zaid is the person or thing known; and one's mind is the
instrument of knowledge. To illustrate :

KNOWER (Person who knows) -- ONESELF
KNOWN (Person who is known) -- ZAID
INSTRUMENT OF KNOWLEDGE

(Means by which Person is Known) -- MIND

In addition, one's mind itself has knowledge of its
existence. In such a situation, the mind is the knower, and
is also itself the instrument of knowledge; because the
mind acquired knowledge of itself through itself. This may
be illustrated as follows:

KNOWER (Person or thing who Knows).............. MIND
KNOWN (Person or thing who is Known)............. MIND

INSTRUMENT (Means by which ’
Person or Thing is Known).. ......ccccceveriieensienaeenee. MIND

It will be noted in this example that the knower, the
known and the instrument of knowledge, although in reality
three separate things, have become one. The knower, the
known and the instrument of knowledgs - each has a
separate existence. But, in the second example, the three
become one. Now, if anybody asks who is the knower?,
the answer will be the mind. If somebody asks, who is the
known?, the answer also will be the mind; and if somebody
asks, what is the instrument of knowledge?, the answer
again will be the mind. Whereas, the mind is one. The truth
of the matter is simply that the mind possesses three
dqualities - each of the three qualities could be referred to
as the mind, but one cannot on this basis say that the mind
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is three.

Augustine says that God is similarly an expression of
three persons. Each one of the three is God; but this does
not necessarily mean that God is three, but He is in fact
one.

In presenting this example, Augustine has shown great
ingenuity. On fair reflection, however the problem is not
resolved by means of this example; because the mind is in
the example in fact one and it s trinity is predicated and not
real. Whereas, Christianity believes in both the unity of
God and trinity as being real.

This may be explained as follows: the mind in the
above example has three aspects; from one aspects, it is
the knower, from the second aspect, the known; and from
the third, the means or instrument of knowledge. But from
the viewpoint of external existence, the three are one.

The external confirmation of the knower is the same
mind which is the external confirmation of the known and
the instrument of knowledge. It is not so that the mind that
is the knower possesses a separate existence; and the
mind that is the known has another separate existence;
and the mind that is the instrument of knowledge has a
third existence. But, the father, son and Holy Spirit in
christianity are not merely existences. The external
existence of the father is separate: that of the son is
separate; and so is that of the Holy Spirit separate. These
three external existences are, with regard to their effect,
entirely separate and distinct. Augustine himself writes in
the beginning of his book:

"Yet not that this Trinity was born of the Virgin Mary,
and crucified under Pontius Pilate, and buried and
rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven,
but only the son, nor again that this Trinity descended

in the form of a dove upon Jesus when he was
baptized;... but only the Holy Spirit not yet that this

Trinity said from heaven "thou art my son .. when he
was baptized... but that it was a word of the father

only..." 5,

It is manifestly clear form this statement that the
Christian belief in the father, son and Holy Spirit is not
merely predicated, but is premised on each of the three
having real, distinct and separate existence. On the other
hand, the knower, known and instrument of knowledge, in
the example set out above, do not each have a real and
distinct existence; but, are three predicated aspects of one
real existence. No intelligent person would say that the
mind as knower possesses a separate existence; the mind
as the known possesses a second separate existence; and
the mind as the instrument of knowledge has a third
separate existence; and notwithstanding the three are one.
whereas the gist of the doctrine of trinity is that the father
has a distinct and separate substance; the son has another
distinct and separate substance; and the Holy Spirit distinct
substance; and, in spite of this, the three are one.

In short , the claim of Christianity is that both the unity
of God and the three persons of the trinity are real. But, in
the example offered by Augustine, the unity is real but the
number is not - it is predicated. Hence, the real unity of
three and one is not established by means of the example.
In regard to the large number of attributes in the single
existence of God, there is no controversy whatsoever. All
religions believe that God despite being one has many
attributes. He is most merciful; the subduer; the knower of
the unseen; the omnipotent - in this way, He has many
attributes which do not in the least affect his unity.
Accordingly, nobody says that the God which is most
merciful is distinct and different; the God t hat is the
subduer is also distinct; and the omnipotent God is
something else. As opposed to this, the Christian faith
asserts that the father separately is very God; the son is
also separately very God; and so is the Holy Spirit a very

15. Augustine, vol. 2, p. 672.
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God. And, despite this, these three are not three gods but
one God.

Second Example _

Augustine has similarly presented another example. He
says that the mind of every man loves its quality of
knowledge; and it has knowledge of this love; hence, it is in
relation to its knowledge the lover; and in relation to love
the knower; that is to say:

the mind........ in relation to its knowledge..........the lover
the mind........ in relationtoitslove.......ccovvueevnnns the knower.

Consequently, there are three things: the mind, the
lover and the knower - and these three things are one;
because the lover is the mind; the knower is the mind; and
the mind itself. In the same way, God has three persons:
the essence of God (the father), his attribute of knowledge
(the son), an his at tribute of love (the Holy Spirit). And
these three are one God.

This example is also based on the error that the mind is
one essence and the lover and the knower are its two
attributes which do not have any real and separate
existence of their own. As opposed to this, the father
according to Christian doctrine is one essence; and the
attribute of the word (the son) and that of love (the Holy
Spirit) are two such attributes that possess their own
separate substantial existence in reality. Hence, the unity is
real in the example of the mind; and the situation of a
predicated number is rationally possible. And, in the
doctrine of trinity, despite the reality of number, the reality
of unity is claimed - and this is rationally impossible.

If the belief the Christian faith were that God is one
essence and that his attributes of word and love did not
have, apart from God, a separate real existence, then the
example would be correct. In such case, there would be no
difference of opinion on the issue between Islam and
Christianity. The problem arises when the Christian faith
decrees the attributes of love as having separate
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substantial existence. It believes in each of the three as
God, and despite this, asserts that the three are not three
gods. This can in no way whatsoever be reconciled with
the example of the mind above. Because in the example
the knower and the lover do not have a separate existerice
from the mind. Whereas, the son and the Holy Spirit in
Christianity posses their own separate existence apart from
the fat her.

Augustine made these iwo exampies the basis of
rational discussion. Both examples, however, as noted, are
wrong, and do not in fact support the doctrine of trinity.



What is Christianity 25

CHAPTER 2

THE CHRISTIAN TEACHING RELATING
TO JESUS CHRIST

The gist of the Christian teaching relating to Jesus
Christ is that the word of God (that is, the person of the
son) became incarnate in the human being of Jesus Christ
for the sake of the well-being of men. As long as Jesus
Christ stayed in the world, this divine person or substance
remained incarnate within him. To the extent that the Jews
crucified him whereupon the divine person or substance
separated from his body. Then, three days after, he
became alive for the second time and was shown to his
disciples; he gave them advice and guidance whereafter
he ascended to Heaven. The Jews cruficied him and
thereby that sin of all Christians was forgiven which was
committed by Adam and had passed into their nature at
birth. This doctrine has four basic parts, namely :

1. INCARNATION

2. CRUCIFIXION

3. RESURRECTION

4. REDEMPTION

We shall deal with each part in sufficient detail.
Incarnation

The docirine of incarnation appears first in the book of
John. The author of this book refers to the beginning of
Jesus Christ in the following words:

“In the beginning was the word, and the word was with
God, and the word was God. He was in the beginning
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with God". (John 1-3)

And further on he writes :

"And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, full
of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as
of the only son from the father". {(John 14-15)

We have already stated that the "word" in Christianity
refers to the person of the son of God - who himself is God.
Accordingly, the meaning of the statement of John is that
the word of God - that is, the person of the son - became
incarnate and appeared in the form of Jesus. In explaining
this doctrine, Maurice Relton writes: 18

"The Catholic Doctrine maintains that he who was
God, without ceasing to be what he was, became

man, i.e. entered into the conditions of our finite
existence in time and space and dwelt amongst us".

According to Christians, the power that unified the
person of the son with the human existence of Jesus is the
Holy Spirit. We have stated earlier that the meaning of the
Holy Spirit in Christianity is the attribute of the love of God.
Hence, the meaning of this doctrine is that because God
loved his servants, he therefore, through his attribute of
love sent the person of the son to this world - so that, he
may become the redeemer of the original sin of men.

It must be borne in mind that the incarnation of the son
into Jesus Christ does not mean according to Christians
that the son gave up divinity and became man. But the
meaning is that he was previously only God, and now also
becarne man. Hence, in accerdance with this doctrine,
Jesus was simultaneously both man and God. Alfred
Garvey expresses this in the following words : 17

"Jesus was both Man and God at the same time. The
denial of one or both of these natures in the one
person had given rise to a number of heretical sects.
Athanasius strongly defended this theory against
Arius. Hence, the accepted formula was the unity of
the two natures in the one person of Christ",

16. Relton, p. 28. 17. Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, p. 586.
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From the human viewpoint, Jesus was of lower rank
than God. For this reason, he stated the following:

"...For the Father is greater than |" (John 14:28)

And, it is in this respect that he was subject to human
conditions and needs. But, from the viewpoint of divinity,
he was equal to God, the Father. Hence, the Gospel of
John writes:

"l and the Father are one" (John 10:30)

Augustine writes : 18

“In the form of God he made man: in the form of a
servant, he was made man"

Moreover, Augustine writes to this extent :

"For he did not so take the form of a servant as that
he should lose the form of God, in which he was equal
to the father. Is there anyone who cannot perceive
that he himself in the form of God is also greater than
himself, but yet like wise in the form of a servant less
than himself?"

The question arises here. How is it possible that one
person be both man and God; creator and created, high
and low? This question also like the doctrine of trinity
became the centre of debate and controversy over the
centuries. In answer thereto, books were written to the
extent that the foundation was laid for a separate science
known as Christology.

In regard to the Roman Catholic Church, it bases its
argument in answer to this question on mainly different
verses from the gospel of John. As if in its view, this
doctrine is established by means of what has been
transmitted 1°. As for reason, and in order to bring the
doctrine of incarnation closer to human understanding, this
church presents certain examples. Some assert that the

18. Augustine, vol. 2, p. G78.

19. The details of these arﬁuments, and a refutation thereof, are the with in the
third chapter of the book "Izharul Hag" written by the well known scholar Allama Ki-
ranwi.
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