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With astonishing success the Fascisti have not only cut off
true contemporary record of their deeds, but have invented a
whole history of their past which is usurping the suppressed truth.

In another five years every scrap of material evidence of the real
history of Fascism will have disappeared as thoroughly as the dos-
sier of Mussolini from the Swiss Police Bureau.

It will be a pity, for instead of a perfectly logical and fascinating
story of a human man and his ambitions, the historian will have
to content himself with the false epic of romantic heroes that is
being served up in every language, with photographs, today.

WiLLiam BorrrHo, December, 1925.
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FOREWORD

To Americans Facing Fascism

ASCISM NOT ONLY EXISTS IN AMERICA, BUT IT HAS BECOME
formidable and needs only a Duce, a Fuehrer, an organizer, and
a loosening of the purse strings of those who gain materially by its
victory, to become the most powerful force threatening the Republic.

Those who cannot see the growth of Fascism or deny its existence
are either the many who do not know what Fascism really is or the
few who prefer euphemism—a patriotic American name for a dis-
tinctly European product.

To understand Fascism it is necessary to know its suppressed his-
tory and the mind and actions of its spiritual father, and it is the
purpose of this book to present documented facts, to the best of the
author’s ability, as objectively as possible, so that the reader can com-
pare the origins of Fascism in Italy with the present situation in our
own country, the Duce to our own demagogues, the hidden forces
which subsidized the Italian movement to those just emerging in the
United States.

The brilliant William Bolitho never wrote a truer word than his
prediction that the real record of Mussolini’s private and political
life would disappear within five years. Ten years have passed, the
suppressed truth has been overwhelmed by the myths created by
public-relations counsel who helped float some $600,000,000 worth of
Italian bonds in America, and the propaganda of such men as our
late ambassador to Italy (and later Hearst writer), the Honorable
Richard Washburn Child, and the ultra-Fascist Italians employed
by leading American news agencies and newspapers.

There exist, it is true, some 200 volumes on Mussolini and Fas-
cism, but reading them all, as I have done, merely confirms Bolitho’s
prediction. With about a dozen exceptions which are frankly anti-
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Xiv Foreword

Fascist but nevertheless honest in their facts and two or three which
deal with specific phases or problems, there remain some 190 works,
including the Duce’s own autobiography, which unite in a chorus of
unmitigated hero-worship while they suppress the essential story.

Many so-called important biographies are written by ladies on
their knees. “Mussolini is tender and gentle. . . . He is so aristocratic
and natural, and, oh, what eyes! . . . They are black and powerful
and remind one of the eyes of a saint. . . . He has a wonderful
sense of justice. ... He has abolished handshaking. . . . When he
receives ladies he comes around from behind his table and kisses the
hand gently. . . . Mussolini is extraordinarily young to be the great-
est man of the present and past. . .. All Italy adores him. . . .
Forty-four million Italians pray each day and thank God for having
sent them this wonderful man who has saved Italy. He is the only
genius the war has produced.”

This is the sort of genuflectual claptrap, romantic moonshine, and
suggestio falsi written by hand-kissed women, but the gentlemen are
little better. “Mussolini is the greatest man of our sphere and time,”
reports our late Hon. Mr. Child, making the inevitable comparison
with Theodore Roosevelt, the Mussolini manqué of the generation
past.

For the benefit of reviewers of a previous book I must state that
I nurse no grudge against Mussolini or Fascism because of my ex-
pulsion from Italy in 1925. Quite the contrary. I believe that I owe
the Duce a note of thanks. In 1923 the Soviet Cheka asked me to
leave Russia for the same reason on which the Fascist Cheka acted
two years later: the transmission of news items the truth of which
was not denied but was held unfavorable to the ruling powers. Both
expulsions were inevitable, as all writers who do not compromise
and trim their sails soon learn if they defy the dictators. From the
Fascist as from the Bolshevik viewpoint the expulsion was abso-
lutely justified, although it was perhaps stupid.

In 1931 I visited Italy secretly; I have had the secret codperation
of several of the most prominent American journalists now resident
in Rome who express their pleasure in smuggling news and docu-
ments to me. The materials which follow I have collected over a
period of fifteen years, beginning in the days I first knew Mussolini
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as a fellow but rather violent journalist. The first draft, completed in
1931, was accepted by a British publisher, but suppressed at the
suggestion of the Foreign Office. The Quai d’Orsay likewise asked a
French publisher to “delay” publication owing to the diplomatic situa-
tion. I have tried to recount the significant facts in the belief that,
although history may be “lies agreed upon,” there may be some value
in stating realities at a time they may be useful to those seeking a new
road out of the present world dilemma.

Bandol (Var), France, 1931.
Woodstock, Vermont, 1935.






